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JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

JOURNAL OP EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY, October, 
1921. The Reading Problem in Arithmetic: Paul W. Terry (pp. 
365-377). -It has become recognized that a definite and distinctive 
problem in reading is to be found in each of the elementary-school 
subjects. An investigation was conducted on the reading problem 
in arithmetic. The records show that the numerals of problems make 
decidedly greater demands upon attention than the accompanying 
words. Less than half as many digits as letters are perceived dur- 
ing one pause of the eye. An Experimental and Statistical Study 
of Reading and Reading Tests: A. I. Gates (pp. 378-392). -The 
second instalment ; concluded in the November issue. The Results of 
Retests by Means of the Binet Scale: J. E. W. Wallin (pp. 392- 
401). -The study is based on two testings of 136 cases, three testings 
of 16 of these cases and a fourth testing of one. The intervals 
varied, the average between the first and second tests was 2.2 years, 
range % to 6 years. The average interval between the second and 
third tests was two years, range 1 to 4 years. The necessity of vali- 
dating the accuracy of the Stanford norms — and revising the tests 
and administrative procedure — on the basis of the testing of a large 
number of unselected children from various sections of the country 
is urgent. The tentative conclusion is that most of the Stanford age 
norms are too difficult, thus exaggerating the subjects' deficiency. 
Mental Growth and the I. Q.: L. M. Terman (pp. 401-407). -Sev- 
eral other contributions on the validity of the I. Q. are mentioned. 
Criteria to Employ in Choice of Tests: R. Franzen and F. B. Knight 
(pp. 408-412) .-We should insist upon the use of tests which can be 
proven to test what they purport to measure, which are reliable and 
objective, which are scaled and which have well-defined 
norms based on sufficient material. Personal Judgments: E. E. 
Lindsay (pp. 413-415) .-Teachers' estimates of children's native 
capacities and these capacities as determined by as scientific method 
as possible, were compared. Seven members of a teaching group 
judged students after a month 's class-room acquaintance. The group 
judging was a highly selected one and the group judged was small. 
The conclusions drawn are (1) Teachers' estimates of children's na- 
tive capacity are significant but to no marked degree, (2) training 
and experience of the teacher do not seem greatly to affect this 
significance, (3) individual judgment of the same children by obser- 
vers with approximately the same contact differ widely, (4) other 
factors than native ability to enter into one's judgment of same. 
Notes. New Publications. 
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SCIENTIA. December, 1921. La loi des grands nombres (pp. 
433-438): C. V. L. Charlier (Lund) -La Place's world-formula, 
even if it found the intellect who could deductively think it through, 
could never be established on the basis of observation, for observa- 
tion is essentially approximate. All science is, therefore, of neces- 
sity statistical, and deals with average effects, not with individuals. 
Geological Conquest of the Air (pp. 439-446) : Charles R. Ketes 
(Des Moines) .-Only recently have we come to realize the power of 
the wind to shape topography, particularly in the arid desert lands. 
Le type chimique et la substance des corps simples (pp. 447-454) : 
Maurice de Broglie (Paris 1 ) .-Summary of facts about isotopes, 
with emphasis on their fundamental character for the most recent 
chemistry. Les dommages economiques mondiaux causes par la 
guerre (pp. 455-466): Fujppo ViRGim (Siena) .-Shows the com- 
plexity of the calculations of war costs, and the elements of gain 
that must also be taken into account, yet concludes that 2500 billion 
francs of loss remain, a terrible drain on all humanity. La ques- 
tion sociale: elargissons le socialisme (pp. 467-472) : Georges 
Renard (Par is). -Decidedly idealistic sketch of a programme of 
reform. La theorie de revolution en neuropathologie (pp. 473- 
479) : Mario Carrara (Turin) -The more recently evolved the re- 
action, the more easily is it subject to pathological alterations. 
Reviews of Scientific Books and Periodicals. 
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